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A Message from our Chaplain... 

Father Bob Schneider 

 

A Retreat Experience 
During Holy Week 

 

 

 

This past weekend was Palm Sunday (with the gospel telling us of 

the Passion of the Lord). We recall how Jesus entered Jerusalem, 

according the Gospel accounts, and was welcomed by the people. 

We know that in only a few days, things would change, and Jesus 

would have to face the reality of the rejec$on of the people. 

Some$mes we too can have difficul$es in life when we feel reject-

ed and scorned. Jesus teaches us to be faithful to God and to be 

open and willing to embrace the future. Because Jesus was willing 

to undergo his Passion, he came to the Resurrec$on on Easter and 

has pointed us in the direc$on of Eternal Life! May we imitate His 

courage and fidelity. 

And let us con$nue to pray for one another. 

Rev. Robert J. Schneider 

 

 

 

Gree$ngs All,  

 

In a recent ar$cle from our Holy Fa-

ther in the bulle$n, the Pope referred 

to the damage being done by 

“anesthe$zed Chris$ans” and talked 

about the lack of zeal or enthusiasm 

with which many Chris$ans live their lives and their faith. As 

Knights we are charged with many du$es and responsibili$es 

and it is important for us all to keep those in mind as we go 

about our lives. Many people today are so overwhelmed 

with the pace their lives take them that they in essence shut 

down and become that “spiritual sloth” that the Holy Father 

talks about. We must fight the urge to disengage when this 

happens and instead find something to do that helps anoth-

er human being. The healing power of helping one another is 

very powerful. When we priori$ze our lives we find $me for 

important things that we never knew were there. We can 

truly regenerate ourselves by being a power for good in our 

community. I can a6est from personal experience a8er com-

ple$ng a project where we helped someone in need.  I found 

energy I did not know I had and I was able to redirect my life 

in a manner that got me back on point and personally orga-

nized.  I could then see the light at the end of the tunnel. We 

see so much evil in our world on such a grand scale that we 

start to think that we as one person cannot fix the problems 

or make a difference and it overwhelms us. I ask you to fight 

that train of thought. We can make a difference with one 

kind act. Our Council is over 300 strong now! Can you envi-

sion the power of 300 kind acts in our li6le area of Valrico? 

Decide who you want to help and what you want to do, and 

we as Knights are all behind you.  You can make a big differ-

ence by helping 1 person in need. 

 

Thanks for all you do! 

Vivat Jesus 

 

Grand Knight’s Report 
Steve Haines, 
St. Stephen Council 14084 
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Palm Sunday Homily of Pope Francis 
St. Peter’s Square, April 13, 2014 

Holy week begins with the fes$ve procession with olive 

branches: the en$re populace welcomes Jesus.  The chil-

dren and young people sing, praising Jesus. 

But this week con$nues in the mystery of Jesus’ death 

and his resurrec$on.  As we listen to the Passion of our 

Lord, we might want to ask ourselves just one ques$on:  

Who am I?  Who am I, before my Lord?  Who am I, be-

fore Jesus who enters Jerusalem amid the enthusiasm of 

the crowd?  Am I ready to express my joy, to praise him?  

Or do I stand back?  Who am I, before the suffering Je-

sus? 

During the reading of the passion we heard many, many names.  The group of leaders, some priests, the Pharisees, the 

teachers of the law, who had decided to kill Jesus.  They were wai$ng for the chance to arrest him.  Am I like one of them? 

We have also heard another name: Judas.  Thirty pieces of silver.  Am I like Judas?  We have heard other names too: the 

disciples who understand nothing, who fell asleep while the Lord was suffering.  Has my life fallen asleep?  Or am I like the 

disciples, who did not realize what it was to betray Jesus?  Or like that other disciple, who wanted to se6le everything with 

a sword?  Am I like them?  Am I like Judas, who feigns love and then kisses the Master in order to hand him over, to betray 

him?  Am I a traitor?  Am I like those people in power who has$ly summon a tribunal and seek false witnesses:  am I like 

them?  And when I do these things, if I do them, do I think that in a way I am saving the people? 

Am I like Pilate?  When I see that the situa$on is difficult, do I wash my hands and dodge my responsibility, allowing people 

to be condemned – or condemning them myself? 

Am I like that crowd which was not sure whether they were at a religious mee$ng, a trial or a circus, and then chose Bara-

bus?  For them it was all the same:  it was more entertaining to humiliate Jesus… 

Am I like the soldiers who strike the Lord, spit on him, insult him, who find entertainment in humilia$ng him? 

Am I like the Cyrenean, who was returning from work, weary, yet was good enough to help the Lord carry his cross? 

Am I like those who walked by the cross and mocked Jesus:  “He was so courageous!  Let him come down from the cross 

and then we will believe in him!”  Mocking Jesus… 

Am I like those fearless women, and like the mother of Jesus, who were there, and who suffered in silence? 

Am I like Joseph, the hidden disciple, who lovingly carries the body of Jesus to give it burial? 

Am I like the two Marys, who remained at the Tomb, weeping and praying? 

Am I like those leaders who went the next day to Pilate and said, “Look, this man said that he was going to rise again.  We 

cannot let another fraud take his place!”, and who blocks life, who blocks the tomb, in order to maintain doctrine, lest life 

come forth? 

Where is my heart?  Which of these persons am I like?  May this ques$on remain with us throughout the en$re Holy week. 
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Champion of Human Love 
 

              By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
               April 2014 

This month, we will celebrate the canoniza$on of Blessed John Paul II. Some years ago, as 

part of the process for his canoniza$on, I was interviewed by the office of the postulator of 

his cause. That interview was later published in the postulator’s magazine, Totus Tuus. I 

thought that this month would be an appropriate $me to reprint a por$on of that interview 

in place of my monthly column. 
 

On June 28, 2005, you and your wife, Dorian, par cipated in the Opening Ceremony of the 

Cause for the Bea fica on and Canoniza on of the Servant of God John Paul II. You also had 

the opportunity to be received on a number of occasions in private audience by John Paul II. 

What do you remember in par cular about those mee ngs? 
 

Earlier, Dorian and I were together in St. Peter’s Square for the funeral Mass of John Paul II. We saw those beau-

$ful banners that proclaimed “Santo Subito” [“Sainthood Now”] and on that day we made that prayer our own; 

so we had to be in Rome in 2005 to par$cipate with so many friends in the opening ceremony of the cause of 

John Paul II. 
 

Private mee$ngs with John Paul II were always remarkable because of his great interest in what was happening; 

he wanted the latest informa$on about how situa$ons were changing, what should be done to help and espe-

cially what could he do as pope to help. Yet conversa$ons would o8en include ques$ons about people he knew 

— were they well, how were their families, how was their work going? He was pastor of the universal Church, 

and he was also pastor of individuals and of families.  
 

One special occasion was a mee$ng in which he blessed a pain$ng of the Divine Mercy that we then used for a 

special pilgrimage throughout the Knights of Columbus. He wanted very much to spread this devo$on through-

out the world, and we wanted to be more closely united with him in this prayer.  
 

On one of our last visits, the Holy Father was having great difficulty speaking, and so our conversa$on was most-

ly one-sided. We said good-bye and received his blessing. When we reached the door of his study, I turned to 

wave a final good-bye and he was siNng there repeatedly making the sign of the cross. Not even illness could 

prevent his desire to communicate with others. This was just a small glimpse of what the world would later see 

during the last days of his life. 
 

“Loving Human Love: The Heritage of John Paul II on Marriage and the Family” was the theme of the 25th Inter-

na onal Congress of the Pon fical John Paul II Ins tute for Studies on Marriage and Family. In what way do you 

hand on this rich heritage as supreme knight of the Knights of Columbus? 

“Loving human love” is such an accurate way to describe the heritage of John Paul II because perhaps more than 

anyone else in our $me, he was truly the champion of human love. He knew that without love man’s life is unin-

telligible and that each person is of such tremendous dignity that only the response of love is worthy of the hu-

man person. … 
 

The teaching of John Paul II in this area is so rich and complex that it will require many decades of scholarly 

study to do it jus$ce. 
 

In the Knights of Columbus, we take a more direct approach: we strive to build stronger Catholic families and 

parish communi$es through works of charity, unity and fraternity.  
 

We view the pastoral legacy of John Paul II regarding marriage and family as the prophe$c key to the future of 

strong Catholic communi$es. We take his message to heart of a new evangeliza$on in which the role of the fam-

ily and of the laity is central to the future well-being of the Church. 

John Paul II will remain a spiritual father to us for many years to come. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 
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In accordance with the Laws of the Order and the Council By-Laws, and as announced at the April Business 

Mee$ng, the Grand Knight has appointed a Nomina$ng Commi6ee consis$ng of the three Trustees of the 

Council.  The Nomina$ng Commi6ee must present a slate of candidate council officers for the upcoming frater-

nal year which begins on July 1, 2014.  The nomina$on slate will be presented at the May 7, 2014 mee$ng and 

the elec$on of council officers will take place at the June 4, 2014 business mee$ng, at which $me addi$onal 

nomina$ons will be accepted from the floor for any posi$on. 

If your are a Third or Fourth Degree Knight and are interested in running for one of the following elected posi-

$ons, please email Julio Alvarez (jalvarezjr@gmaill.com; phone 813-401-7603 a8er 7:00 PM).  Iden$fy the posi-

$on you are interested in and include contact informa$on (email and phone) for follow-up discussion.  While 

nomina$ons will be taken up un$l the May 4
th

 mee$ng, we would appreciate nomina$ons be received by April 

30
th

. 

Elected Posi$ons: 

Grand Knight:  The grand knight is responsible for the welfare of the council. He presides over council 

mee$ngs, acts as an ex-officio member of all commi6ees, appoints a membership and programming director, 

convenes a monthly officers mee$ng, and ensures all necessary reports are submi6ed to the State and Su-

preme Council. 

Deputy Grand Knight:  The deputy grand knight is second in command.  He assists the grand knight with council 

business and fulfills all du$es assigned to him by the grand knight.  He is chairman of the council’s reten$on 

commi6ee and also a member of the Advisory Board. 

Chancellor:  The chancellor has responsibili$es that include assis$ng the grand knight and deputy grand knight 

in the execu$on of their du$es, he oversees the council in both of their absences, he is charged with strength-

ening the members’ interest in council ac$vi$es, he is chairman of the admissions commi6ee, a member of the 

Columbian Squires circle ceremonial team, and he is charged with ac$vi$es related to sick or distressed Knights 

and their families. 

Recorder:  The recorder is responsible for maintaining a true record of 

all ac$ons and correspondence of the council. 

Treasurer:  The treasurer is responsible for maintaining the records and 

safekeeping of all council funds and accounts.  He is responsible for de-

posi$ng funds into the council’s accounts and provides a cer$ficate of 

such financial transac$ons to the grand knight.  He is responsible for 

payment of all expenses. 

Advocate:  The advocate is the legal representa$ve of the council and 

Election of Council Officers for Fraternal Year 20114—2015 
Nominations Now Open 
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St. Stephen Council  
14084  

 
Directors and Committee Chairmen 

 
Membership Director 

 Milt Ambrose 
 

  Program Director 
Ed Sleyzak 

  
Church Director 

Jim Pryor 
 

Community Director 
 Gerald Coffey 

 

Council Director 
To be filled 

 

Family Director 
Jim English 

 

Youth Director 
Anthony Giaccone 

 

 Communications Director 
Dennis Schulmerich 

 

Pro-life Director 
Chris Lewis 

 

Degree Team Captain 
Rick Hughes 

 

Lecturer 
Tom Cummings 

 

Retention Chairman 
Ed Sleyzak 

 

RJS Leader 
Julio Alvarez 

 

Columbian Squires 
John Berrie 

 
 

Color Corps Events 

Mary, Queen of the Knights, Pray for Us. 

 
 

• Repose of the soul of Patricia Hoff-
man Kingston 

 
• Alicia Gutierrez—surgery 
 
• S/K Matt Presler—surgery 
 
• Fran Cirello—surgery 
 
• Carl Weber—heart issues 
 

Prayer Requests 
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Thanks to all who made our Council effort to Saint Ste-

phen Parish Spring Jubilee 2014 another great  success.  

Aside from the great sales which will add to the cumu-

la$ve tally for the event, and the $222 earned Tips – 

earmarked to support one of our deserving Chari$es, 

Knights and family members came together in Unity to 

make a difference!  Addi$onally, several ‘skilled’ cra8s-

men, led by Brother John Arcand, assisted by a few of 

us ‘un-skilled laborers, came together to ‘raise the pub’ 

and seNng the stage for future such work in support of 

the Council, and if needed, those in our Community 

who may be in need for such skills in the future.     

 

Our Guarantees Set Us Apart 
  

Patrick Murphy 
Knights of Columbus Field Agent 

 

Knights of Columbus life insurance offers 

something precious few other financial 

products can – guarantees. As long as 

you pay your premiums, the policy pro-

ceeds will be there for your beneficiaries should something 

happen to you. That’s peace of mind, and that’s what we 

offer with our every product in our porXolio.  

We guarantee the cash value in your whole life policies will 

be there.  

We guarantee the rates on your term insurance.  

We guarantee our re$rement products will provide a 

stream of income when you need it.  

On top of those product guarantees, I guarantee that I will 

offer professional, high-quality service that you would ex-

pect from our organiza$on.  

Our Order is among the highest rated life insurers in North 

America. AM Best has rated the Knights of Columbus “A++, 

Superior” for 38 consecu$ve years. It’s a testament to our 

track record for excellence and security.  

I would suggest that a principal reason that we were able to 

achieve those accolades is because we remain steadfastly 

commi6ed to the vision of Venerable Father Michael J. 

McGivney by providing life insurance by brother Knights for 

brother Knights.  

That commitment is an essen$al core value of the Knights of 

Columbus, and our core values permeate all levels of our 

organiza$on. We pledge to serve our brother Knights, and 

their families, according to our Golden Rule: “In all my pro-

fessional rela$onships, I pledge myself to the following rule 

of conduct: I shall, in light of all condi$ons surrounding 

those I serve, render that service which, under the same 

circumstances, I would apply to myself.”  

Let’s talk soon to discuss how our products can bring 

that peace of mind to you and your family. 

Fraternally, 

Patrick 

Knights Pub “Thank you” 
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St. Stephen Council 
April Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to all of our brother 

Knights with  April  

birthdays! 

 
Gerald Harpole   April 1st 

Josh Goldman   April 2nd 

Jerald Meany   April 3rd 

Lawrie Barrone   April 4th 

Adam Radwans   April 4th 

Alex Czopek    April 6th 

Bernard Loughlin   April 11th 

Gustavo Bustaman   April 12th 

John Montaldo   April 13th 

Peter Card    April 14th 

Jim Pryor    April 17th 

Daniel Laughman   April 19th 

Timothy Parker   April 19th 

Andre Angulo   April 20th 

Ma6hew Corbo   April 20th 

Christopher Johnson  April 20th 

Lawrence Norton   April 20th 

Jonathan Stephanz   April 22nd 

Steven Tole    April 24th 

Carl Asprinio   April 26th 

Dennis Cadle   April 26th 

Juan Segarra    April 26th 

John Rutherford   April 29th 

Edward Smith   April 30th 
 

Msgr. John F. Scully Assembly 
3418 

 
Officers 

 
Faithful Navigator 

Rick Hughes, FDD, PGK, PFN 
 

Faithful Friar 
Fr Bob Schneider 

 

Faithful Captain 
Julio Alvarez, Jr. FDD, PGK 

 

Faithful Admiral 
Mike Formato, FDD, PGK, PFN 

 

Faithful Pilot  
John Cirello, PGK 

 

Faithful Comptroller:  
Alex Czopek 

 

Faithful Purser:  
John Montaldo, PGK 

 

Faithful Scribe  

Patrick Roach, PGK 
 

Faithful Trustees 

 Paul Spinler 
John Berrie 
Larry Evers 

 

Faithful Sentinels 
 Steve Haines 

Ed Sleyzak 
Anthony Giaccone 

 

Color Corps Commander 
Julio Alvarez, Jr. FDD, PGK 

 
VAVs Coordinator 

Rich Samowksi 
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In accordance with our Assembly’s by-laws, it is the responsibility of the Faithful Admiral, with the assistance of the Trustees, 

to assemble a slate of officers for the upcoming Fraternal Year.  The qualifica$ons for serving in an elected posi$on is to be a 

Fourth Degree Knight and a desire to serve the Assembly.  Below is the list of officers and their responsibili$es.  If you feel 

called to serve in any of these posi$ons, please contact Mike Formato  mformato67@gmail.com, Larry Evers 

(levers@post.com) , John Berrie (jwberrie@earthlink.net) or Paul Spinler (SPINLERPC@MSN.COM) and we will add you to the 

slate for the May elec$on.  If you prefer to call, you may call Mike Formato at 770-307-8039 

Assembly Officers and Responsibili�es: 

 Faithful Navigator: Preside over all mee$ngs of his assembly and shall enforce the rules and regula$ons of the assembly and 

the laws of the Order, and shall be Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Appoint commi6ees.  Countersign orders signed by the 

Faithful Comptroller.  Countersign checks drawn and signed by the Faithful Purser.  Perform du$es as the Supreme Assembly 

may impose.  Establish a Color Corps. 

 Faithful Captain: In the absence of the Faithful Navigator, perform the du$es and exercise the powers of the Faithful Naviga-

tor. It is also the responsibility of the Faithful Captain to take direct charge of all ac$vi$es social and otherwise under that por-

$on of the order of business known as the Good of the Order. Chairs the Reten$on Commi6ee.  

 Faithful Pilot:  Responsible for the arrangement of the assembly chamber.  Have charge of all proper$es of the assembly ex-

cept moneys and accounts and record books of the officers but including ceremonials.   Direct and be responsible for the ac$vi-

$es of the Inner and Outer Sen$nels. Acquire and maintain a thorough knowledge of the policies, procedures, and protocols 

governing the Na$onal Flag  

Faithful Comptroller: Maintain Records. Keep a roll of the members. Collect and receive all moneys due the assembly and all 

funds obtained from any source and transfer the same to the Faithful Purser and obtain a receipt from the officer. Keep ac-

count of the charges and receipts of each member in accordance with the standard accoun$ng system. Make available to the 

Faithful Navigator and Board of Trustees at least once a year, all membership records and financial accounts for the purpose of 

preparing the official audit. Draw all orders on the Faithful Purser when so ordered by the assembly, the Board of Trustees or 

the Faithful Navigator. Issue to each member not indebted to the assembly a Fourth Degree Membership Card duly signed.  

No$fy the District Master of the names of all candidates from his assembly awai$ng ini$a$on and give wri6en no$ce to the 

Financial Secretary of the council to which such member belongs that the member has been accepted as a Fourth Degree 

member of the assembly. No$fy promptly the Supreme Secretary, Master and Financial Secretary of the council concerned of 

the death, transfer, withdrawal, suspension, expulsion, reinstatement, readmission or transfer of members on the forms pro-

vided by the Supreme Assembly. Be the custodian of the seal of the assembly seal and affix same to all proper papers. Perform 

all other acts required by the laws of the Fourth Degree, the Order and the rules of the Board of Directors.  

 Faithful Scribe: Keep a true record of the doings of his assembly upon books approved by the Board of Directors and furnished 

by the Supreme Secretary at the expense of the assembly. Conduct all correspondence of the assembly and perform such oth-

er du$es as the assembly or the Order may direct.  

  

Faithful Purser: Is the custodian of all funds of the assembly obtained from any source by or through any person or persons, 

ac$ng for or in the name of the assembly or under its direc$on or authority. At each mee$ng of the assembly, receive from the 

Faithful Comptroller all moneys whatever received by said Comptroller at such mee$ng, or between mee$ngs, and shall give a 

wri6en receipt to such Comptroller thereof, specifying the fund to which the same shall be credited. The moneys so received 

by such Purser shall be forthwith deposited by said Purser to the credit of the assembly in an approved bank or other secure 

ins$tu$on of deposit, subject to approval of the Board of Trustees or majority vote of the assembly. He shall obtain vouchers 

or cer$ficates of deposit thereof, and report the same at the next regular mee$ng of the assembly. Pay all orders drawn on 

him which are signed by the Faithful Comptroller and counter-signed by the Faithful Navigator. All such orders shall have the 

approval of the Board of Trustees, except demands of the Supreme Council, ini$a$on fees due the District Master, the regular 

and usual stated pay-ments of the assembly and payments authorized by the assembly as provided in Sec$on 24(k) of the Laws 

Governing the Fourth Degree. Keep separate accounts of the moneys placed in his hands by his assembly or the officers there-

of and be ready at all $mes to plainly show the amount of moneys in the funds of the assembly, the dales of receiving and dis-

bursing same; such accounts to be kept in books furnished by the Supreme Secretary to said Purser at the expense of the as-

Assembly Elections Fraternal Year 2014-2015 
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 Faithful Sen�nels: The Faithful Inner and Outer Sen$nels are specifically entrusted with the responsibility of seeing that all in 

a6endance at an assembly func$on are in possession of both a Third and Fourth Degree Membership Card and so report to the 

Faithful Pilot. They shall perform such other du$es as may be imposed upon them by the Faithful Pilot.  

 Faithful Admiral: Preside at all mee$ngs of his assembly in the absence of the Faithful Navigator and Faithful Captain. In the 

absence of the Faithful Friar, perform his du$es at assembly mee$ngs. Chair the Admissions Commi6ee.  Perform any other 

du$es assigned to him by the Faithful Navigator.  

 Board of Trustees: The Board of Trustees shall consist of the Faithful Navigator and three members to be elected by the as-

sembly. The Faithful Navigator shall be its Chairman. At the first elec$on of a new assembly three Trustees shall be elected; 

one to hold office for one year or un$l the second next regular elec$on, one for two years or un$l the second next regular elec-

$on; and the other for three years or un$l the third next regular elec$on; as determined by lot among themselves. Therea8er, 

at each succeeding elec$on one Trustee shall be chosen for a term of three years. The Trustees shall: Supervise all the financial 

business of the assembly and their approval shall be necessary for the payment of all moneys, except demands of the Supreme 

Council, ini$a$on fees due the District Master, regular and usual payments of the assembly, and payments authorized by the 

assembly a8er resolu$on and vote in accordance with Sec$on 24(k) of the Laws Governing the Fourth Degree.  Audit the ac-

counts of the Comptroller and Purser annually as of June 30 and report thereon to their assembly, the Supreme Secretary, Su-

preme Master, Vice Supreme Master, and Master upon blanks approved by the Board of Directors and furnished by the Su-

preme Assembly.  See that the Faithful Comptroller and Faithful Purser give proper bonds running to the Knights of Columbus 

in trust for their par$cular assembly and in amounts fixed by said Trustees, and they shall be the custodians of such bonds. But 

in case the Board of Directors shall bond such officers, the Trustees shall be charged only with fixing the amount of such bonds 

in excess of the amount provided for by said Board of Directors and in such case they shall have evidence that said officers 

shall have been bonded in such excess amount.  Working with the Comptroller, dra8 an annual budget for the Assembly.  Act 

as members of the Assembly Reten$on Commi6ee.  Perform such other du$es as the assembly or the District Master or Vice 

Supreme Master or the officers of the Order may direct.  

Assembly Elections Fraternal Year 2014-2015—continued 


